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THE MESSENGER
Pastor Derek Writes…
By Pastor Derek Engfelt

Pastor Derek Writes…
“He is not here; he has risen!”
Luke 24:6

What a surprise! The women had come to the tomb early that first Easter morning, expecting to find just the
opposite of what they did find: They expected a tomb that was occupied; instead, they found one that was empty.
And they received the most striking news of all: Their Lord and Master Jesus, crucified just a few days prior,
was now alive again! The news was stunning – and it filled them with wonder and amazement.
Early this past Easter morning, as the sun was just peeking up over the horizon, I was rehearsing from the pulpit
the Easter sermon. If you were at church that morning, you’ll remember me telling you the story of our “Easter
Goose.” She has now visited us for four consecutive years. She nests high up on our Italian Stone Pine, where
the main trunk splits into two major branches.
The day before Palm Sunday I had received a phone call, alerting me that the “Goose was gone”: She had left
the tree and had come down from her roost – along with her six newborn goslings. The caller also told me he
had seen Mother Goose and the six in her brood making their way across the front church courtyard.
And so it was that when the congregation gathered on Palm Sunday morning, the tree was empty – the Goose
was gone!
But she would find her way into the Easter sermon that morning as an example of when “empty” equals “good
news.” For in each case (as with the empty tree, so with the empty tomb), the reason for the vacancy is not death,
but life.
And so, in the midst of my early Easter pulpit preparations, I stepped down from the pulpit, to gesture toward
the tree through the large sanctuary window. And I looked up to see not an empty tree, but one that was occupied
by what could only be our Goose’s mate: the Gander. I was stunned – for I did not find what I expected to find:
An empty, unoccupied tree. I made my way to the choir loft to get a better look. Silhouetted above the gander in
the open space between the two main branches was the full moon. In my stunned silence, I turned off all the
lights, darkened the sanctuary, and did my best to capture a few photos of this surprising (dare I say holy?)
moment.
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It was then that the gander stood tall and proud, extended his neck to the heavens, let out a few throaty
honks, and took flight.
The entire scene took about five minutes, and I was blessed to witness it all.
God’s Gospel had flown right out of Scripture and into my Easter morning experience. The Good News
was being broadcast yet again. For the gander’s honking was nature’s way of reminding me: The tomb is
empty! And the reason for it is not death, but LIFE!
Easter was happening again – before my very eyes.
And yet another surprise: As I heard convincingly the message of the Empty Tomb, I was overcome with
a sense of the fullness of God’s presence.
Indeed, in this Easter Season, we celebrate LIFE. We rejoice that Death does not have the Final Word:
The Final Word belongs to God – and it is a word of LIFE!
Life in our midst. Life to relish. Life to share with others.
May the Spirit of God continue to draw you close – to God, and to each other. And whether you whisper
it, shout it, or honk it – share this precious word of life with those God has brought into your circle of
influence. It’s news too good not to pass on. It’s news both despairing and hopeful hearts are longing to
hear.
Rejoicing in Our Living Lord Jesus,
Pastor Derek J Engfelt
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An experience by congregation member – Recently, one of our congregation
members was on her way to an important appointment. She reached her destination and was
about to turn into the parking garage when she stopped to let a pedestrian cross. He was an
elderly gentleman. She watched him slowly cross and noted that he was tall with hat and clothes
that once would have looked very elegant. The member was wondering if she can find a parking
spot and waited patiently for the pedestrian to cross when noticed that he looked worn out and
looked as though he has not eaten for a while. She quickly looked inside her car and found one of
the food packages prepared by our congregation members after Sunday Sermons. She grabbed the
food package, unwind her car window, and called out to him if he would like some food. The
elderly gentleman stopped and turned to look at her with very kind eyes. He paused and reached
out to take the food package from her gently and said, “Thank you and God bless you”. He then
walked away slowly. Our member drove off with an overwhelmed feeling of warmth in her heart.
*Most of us have seen people with signs, standing on the medians at many intersections. After worship,
many of you have taken a bag or two to take with you to assist those in need. Included in each bag is
nutritious food, as well as a prayer for blessing.
Come join us as we serve those in need in practical ways. As we do so, we’re living into our ILC vision of
“passionate responding to grace we’ve received by joyfully serving others in the name of Jesus.”
Special Note: Midtown Family Services, an organization started by our own Ted & Doreen Geiszler, to assist
disadvantaged families in the Silicon Valley, liked our PHP concept – and they’ll be using our bags in the work
that they do. (Go to www.midtownfs.org for more information about Midtown.)
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Thank you for
Serving!

Volunteer to Serve on Sundays
It takes many people to make Sunday mornings “happen.” You’re welcome to participate
and be one of them! Please note that we have a new link to sign up in 2019. Please
go to www.ilcsaratoga.org/volunteer or call Ann at the church office (408-867-0822).
Service Opportunities include:
Altar Guild: Prepare communion elements, prepare sanctuary for worship; clean up
after worship.
Audio: Make sure our sound system is in good working order and monitor sound during
the service.
Coffee: Provide treats for fellowship time after service
Communion: Help distribute communion during service
Greeter: Warmly welcome people at the door and hand them a bulletin
Lector: Read lessons in church
Liturgists – Prayers: Offer Prayers of the People during the service
Liturgists – Cantor: Assistant leader in worship, chant the opening liturgy
Usher: Hand out announcement pages, take offering, light and extinguish candles
Nursery: Watch over the little ones during service
Sunday School: Teach or assist in our 10:45 Sunday school (preschool – high school)
If you have questions about any of these Sunday Morning Activities, please call the
church office.
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Children’s Story

Choose Your Words Wisely
Once upon a time, a young man spread rumors that his neighbor was a thief. As a result, the older man was
arrested. Days later the old man was proven innocent. After being released, the man felt humiliated as he walked to
his home. He sued the young man for wrongly accusing him.
In court, the young man told the Judge, “They were just comments, didn’t Harm anyone.” The judge, before
passing sentence on the case, told the young man, “Write All the things you said about him on a piece of paper.
Cut them up and on the way home, throw the pieces of paper out. Tomorrow, come back to Hear the sentence”.
The next day, the judge told the young man, “Before receiving the Sentence, you will have to go out and gather all
the pieces of paper That you threw out yesterday”. The young man said, “I can’t do that! The wind must have
spreads them and I won’t Know where to find them”.
The judge then replied, “The same way, simple comments may destroy the honor of a man to such an extent that
one is not able to fix it. The young man realized his mistake and asked for forgiveness”.
Moral: Do not malignant or blame anyone without knowing the fact or the truth Your words may ruin someone’s
reputation without any fault of theirs.

Matthew 4:17- 17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.”
True repentance leads a person to say, "I have sinned" and prove it with a 180-degree change of their
direction.
Repentance
Repentance
Repentance
Repentance

requires true brokenness.
is NOT asking the Lord for forgiveness with the intent to sin again.
is an honest, regretful acknowledgement of sin with commitment to change.
leads us to cultivate godliness while eradicating habits that lead into sin.
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Confirmation

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation is for youth in grades 6-8. We study the Bible and Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.
Classes are taught by Pastor Derek & Youth Ministry Leader Alyssa McCoy, held on Sundays at 12:30
PM and take place in the Trust Fund Room.

Confirmation, 2019
Date

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 22
June 2

Unit

20

Topic

Fellowship Gathering
No Confirmation: Mother’s Day
Devotions
Celebration of Learning Dinner: 6:00 PM
Service of Confirmation

Who Attends?
Youth
Youth & Parents
Youth & Parents
Youth & Parents

Confirmation is for youth in grades 6-8. We study the Bible and Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.
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Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast is held the first Saturday of each month at Effie’s
Restaurant in Campbell (331 W. Hacienda Ave). We meet at
8:00am in the bar, share breakfast, fellowship, and engage in a
free-wheeling, bible topic discussion. We conclude by 9:30 am.
All men of the congregation – members and visitors – are
welcome

Classes are taught by Pastor Derek & Youth Ministry Leader Alyssa McCoy, held on Sundays at
12:30 PM and take place in the Youth Room.

Our ILC Men enjoying a relaxing Saturday morning breakfast (photo credit: Jack Moorman)
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Women’s Breakfast
The Women’s Breakfast is held the third Saturday of each month at Holder’s Country
Inn Restaurant at 998 South De Anza Boulevard, San Jose. We meet at 8:30am for a
short devotion, after which we share breakfast and fellowship. We conclude by
10:00. All women of the congregation – members and friends – are welcome.

Our
ladies

enjoying a relaxed morning visiting with each other. (photo credit: Cheryl Moorman)

ILC
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Sunday School Activities
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ILC EVENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER MINISTRY Meets every Sunday in Fireside Room between services, 10:20-10:40AM. All welcome.
Info/questions, contact Shelly Sarkisian, 408-921-1313.

WEDDINGS AT ILC
Judy Onton is our ILC wedding coordinator.
To find out more, take a brochure from the pew rack, check out our
website: www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings and follow us on Instagram: ILCSaratogaweddings.
Tell your friends!
THE FOOD CART - Please consider adding a package or two of food for the cart whenever you shop. The
hunger problem seems always to be with us and all donations help. Thank you for keeping this in mind when
you shop! The Community Service Committee

If you would like to make an E-Donation to ILC, then either download the Givelify App on your
smartphone, or go online to http://ilcsaratoga.org/give and select the Givelify icon. Givelify gives you
a beautiful, easy giving experience using your smartphone, tablet or PC. There are no frustrating web
forms or text-to-give codes to memorize. Even better, it’s free to download and use. It’s safe and
secure, and for tax time you have one-tap access to your complete donation records.

SHOP AT SMILE.AMAZON.COM
Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Immanuel Lutheran Church of
Saratoga. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1744019 and
support ILC every time you shop.

Flower Chart on Kiosk – Sign Up for Altar Flowers
If you would like to make an E-Donation to ILC, then either download the Givelify App on your smartphone, or go online to
www.ilcsaratoga.org/ and select the Givelify icon. Givelify gives you a beautiful, easy giving experience using your smartphone,
tablet or PC. There are no frustrating web forms or text-to-give codes to memorize. Even better, it’s free to download and use.
It’s safe and secure, and for tax time you have one-tap access to your complete donation records.
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Altar Guild
ILC Members
If you’ll recall, last fall in a communication to church
members from Charley Eddy, a solicitation was made
to pledge not only financially but also with your
talents. We’ve all been blessed with unique gifts, and
I’d like to encourage each of you to consider how you
can help at ILC. There are many ways you can be of
service each week, but I’d like to focus on Altar Guild.
Serving on the Altar Guild team is very important, and I would like to ask you to please give prayerful consideration to help
as you are able. The number of us that are active in Altar Guild has dwindled and we could really use more participation to
lighten the load. Training is available if you’re new to the Altar Guild team or need a refresher course, and detailed
instructions and photos are posted to help you.
Each week, 2-3 Altar Guild members help serve. We need 2 Altar Guild
volunteers on Saturday mornings to prepare the sanctuary for worship and set up
for communion, and then on Sunday do light duties for whichever service you
normally attend.
I understand there’s some confusion surrounding the online sign-ups for Altar
Guild (see the link below). Please note that, by signing up under 9:00, it indicates
you’ll help with Saturday prep in addition to some light duties on Sunday (at
either the 9:00 service or the 10:45 service). Those attending Second service are
welcome (and encouraged) to assist on Saturdays.
The greatest need on an on-going basis is Saturday morning when two volunteers
meet to prep for communion and set up for Sunday’s service, which takes about
one hour or less. You’d be partnered with an experienced Altar Guild member to help train you. To indicate you can help
with this, please sign up under 9:00 Service for Altar Guild.
Again, you do NOT both need to attend First Service if you normally attend Second Service to
help on Saturday….just sign up under 9:00 Altar Guild AND 10:45 Altar Guild to indicate
you’ll help Saturday and clean-up after second service.
Attached here is the 2019 www.ilcsaratoga.org/volunteer It’s easy! There are many
opportunities each Sunday for you to share your talents. If you need assistance signing up,
please contact Ann Wallace, our church administrator (408-867-0822).
For questions, or to arrange to be trained for Altar Guild, please contact Cheryl Sheehan at
408-768-3022. Please give consideration to being on the Altar Guild team. We can really use
your help…plus, it’s a fun opportunity to make new friends and visit with your partner on
Saturday mornings while you’re serving ILC!
Blessings to all of you!

Cheryl Sheehan
408-768-3022
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Building & Grounds: Feel like swinging a hammer, turning a wrench, repairing a sprinkler line, or laying down a coat of fresh
paint? Help maintain the appearance of our campus and sanctuary.
Contact: Ken Campbell 408-691-5694; Reed Canerday canerclan@sbcglobal.net
Magnification Team: Meets monthly to discuss the worship service plans; reviewing and discussing pastor’s thoughts and plans
for liturgy, special services, prayer services, frequency of communion, Advent services, choir music plans, etc. and addressing
any of his concerns. We also discuss volunteer signups for liturgists, lectors, communion assistants, ushers, etc. This is a way
to be engaged in a very important aspect of our church. The team meets monthly on the 2 nd Tuesday for about an hour at 6pm.
Contact: Clark Canham 408-605-3955 or Carol Flint 408-781-3168.
Mission Team: We communicate using infrequent formal meetings, supplemented by email/conversations. Our aim: spread the
Jesus story to the unchurched (Evangelism). Efforts needed: urge & train our members to become disciples, follow up on names
on the prayer list, and participate in Pastor’s neighborhood walks, and support ILC website upgrades. Currently working with the
Magnification Team to make ILC a truly welcoming congregation. Mission team also recognizes and celebrates the evangelism
efforts of other Lutherans (e.g., overseas missionaries).
Maturity – promotes the education of children and adults at ILC. Volunteers are needed to assist educating youth during the
second service Sunday School hour. In preschool, fun activities with the 3-5 year-olds; in elementary, from 1st to 5th grade, two
volunteers to instruct the kids with Bible stories, crafts and games.
Volunteers are also needed to teach the 6th through 8th graders in a rotating schedule with the Youth Ministry Leader, Alyssa
McCoy. Meetings are minimal. Bible study materials for the elementary grades are distributed via email. Contact Mitzie Eddy
408-656-7025 or mitzeddy@gmail.com
Church Council: Council acts as the executive team of the congregation and approves budgets and expenditures, prioritizes
facilities projects, makes and approves key personnel decisions, and sets strategic direction for ILC. Current focus areas are
increasing attendance and membership, prudent financial planning, and redistributing and reducing the congregation’s workload. Council meets at 7pm on the second Tuesday of each month in the Fireside Room. All congregants are welcome at any
time.
Contact: Nathan Sarkisian 408-591-4976; Pastor Derek
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ILC Annual Events
EASTER

LADIES RETREAT

Habitat for Humanity

Summer Concerts
In the Park

Thanksgiving
Interfaith Service

Christmas Buffet
Decorating

Christmas Concert Children’s Christmas Play
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On The Horizon… (mark your calendars)

God’s River of Life…
Pastor Derek teaches a Bible Study each Wednesday morning at church, from 10:00 –
11:30. All are welcome to attend. We’re presently aboard God’s Ship Grace cruising down
God’s River of Life. Our journey takes us from the river in Genesis to the river in Revelation.
We’re stopping at several ports of call, where we set up camp, take a look around, and come
to better know our God, ourselves and each other. Your presence is welcome…
In May we’ll sidle up to Joseph & his brothers. We’ll talk about the good and the bad in
families, about alienation and reconciliation. We’ll solve the problems of the world! Or at
least make progress toward getting there… ☺
For more information, call or email Pastor Derek at pastord63@gmail.com or 408-499-4866.
Celebration of Learning
On May 22, at 6:00 PM, we’re planning a dinner to recognize our Sunday school
children and to hear from our three confirmands who will be confirmed on June 2.
Please plan to join us to support and celebrate the youth in our congregation.
New Member Reception…
May 5 will be a special Sunday in the life of our congregation. We will be receiving new members into our
faith community at each of our morning services. Please make every effort to join us this Sunday to give our
new members a warm welcome. Following each service, we will host a reception in their honor. (Names will
be shared in June’s Messenger…)

HANDBELL CONCERT
Saturday, May 18th, 7:00 PM.
Immanuel Lutheran Church Sanctuary
Join Velocity Handbell Ensemble for a 10-year anniversary revival of their Vintage and Vogue concept concert. Whether
you like classical or contemporary, this concert will have something for you. Featuring standards from Rossini, Fauré,
Pachelbel, Holst, and Bach, along with original works for handbells, this concert will include full-choir selections from the Vintage and Vogue
CD and a world premier commission.

The Community Services Committee wants to thank you for your time, talents and generosity. Together with the Thrivent Action Grant, we
were able to once again deliver over 1400 layette items to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in East San Jose for their Layette Ministry. In addition
we donated a bath tub, car seat support and arm cushions, 9 stuffed animals and one crib bumper guard!
Your donations are truly appreciated by the women of Gloria Dei. How blessed we are to be able to help!
Thank you again.
Sincerely, Catherine Fulde, Community Service Committee

16

THE MESSENGER

The Hills Are Alive… with ILC Hikers!
Have you heard about out hiking group?
Come join us, as we explore part of the
wonderful nature that surrounds our
neighborhoods.
In May, we’ll head out on two different
hikes. See details below.
These events are planned to be fun for the
whole family. They are “no one left behind”
hikes. Invite your friends!
May 25: Mt. Umunhum Ascent. Bald
Mountain Parking Lot.
Getting There:
Exit Highway 85 at Camden Avenue. (From Southbound 85 turn left on Camden Avenue.
From northbound 85 turn left on Branham Avenue, then left on Camden Avenue.) Travel on
Camden Avenue about 1.6 miles. Travel on Hicks Road about 6.3 miles. At the stop sign (at
the top of the road and the junction of Mt. Umunhum Rd., turn right. Continue uphill 1.7
miles. Parking lot is on the left.
Time:
Plan to arrive by 7:45 AM. We’ll gather our group and plan our hike. We’ll hit the
road at 8:00 and plan to return to our cars by noon. The whole hike – up and down –
will be 8 miles. Other options include: hiking as far as you like and turning around. The views
are terrific most of the way, and it is almost impossible to get lost…
Please RSVP so I know you’ll be coming. In case of bad weather, I’ll send a cancelation note
to all who RSVP by 9:00 PM the evening before. Dress in layers, bring a water bottle, and
wear comfortable and sturdy shoes/boots. You can RSVP by emailing me at
pastorderek@ilcsaratoga.org
or
calling
408-499-4866.

Congregational Meeting: Scheduled for May 26, in the Fellowship Hall at
12:00 PM. We will affirm the service of out-going council members, embrace those
who are continuing to serve, and elect new church leaders.
• Did you know? That our Administrator, Ann Wallace, celebrated 19 years of
service at Immanuel on May 1, 2019? We thank the Lord for this wonderful
servant of God!
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Youth Handbell Choir
Hopefully you had a chance
to see and hear the Youth
Handbell Choir perform in
church. For our 1st year we
had 6-7 ringers and
performed in church on 4
Sundays. Based on
feedback from you youth
and the congregation, our
inaugural year was a
success!
We are continuing with the
Youth Handbell Choir this
year and are hoping to grow
in numbers. With more
ringers, we will have more options in the music that we can play. The Youth Handbell Choir
rehearses on Sundays in between 2nd service and Confirmation classes – from 11:45 to 12:30.
youth 10 years and older are welcome to join us.

All

Don’t know much about music? Well, Handbells are a great vehicle for teaching music. Individuals
can very quickly learn the technique for ringing bells compared to other instruments that require a
lot of practice to master the technique. With Handbells, we can quickly demonstrate so many
elements of music (melody, harmony, rhythm, dynamics, meter, …)
Another very important reason to join
the Youth Handbell Choir is for the
teamwork and comradery. In a
Handbell Choir, ALL are needed. The
music struggles if even one part is
missing. This is a place where all
individuals can feel needed and be a
part of a team to make music and
praise God. The Handbell Choir
mirrors the body of Christ. Roman
12:5 says: “so in Christ we, though
many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.”
In the Handbell Choir, we are all
separate ringers doing our own thing
and yet we’re interconnected and need each other to come together to make a joyful noise to God.
It reinforces the idea that you need to work together to achieve something great. In a Handbell
team, success comes by including everyone and building up the individuals that struggle.
Please contact Carol Flint or Elisabeth Pintar if you are interested in joining us
Also, Handbells are not just for kids. We could use a few more ringers in the adult Handbell Choir
too. Those rehearsals are on Thursday evenings 6:00 – 7:00.
Carol Flint
cflint8891@gmail.com
408-781-3168

Elisabeth Pintar
elisabethpintar@yahoo.com

408-857-8519
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Weddings at Immaunel Lutheran Church, Saratoga
Judy Onton is our ILC wedding coordinator.
To find out more, take a brochure from the pew rack, or check out our website:
www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings. Follow us on Instagram:ILCSaratogaweddings.Share with
family and friends of this beautiful and charming santuary to hold their matrimony.

Many couples have joined hands to their lives at quaint church and its tranquil surroundings
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Traditional Service 9:00a.m.
Come hear our wonderful
choir, bell choir, and
organist.
Communion is served each
Sunday as part of the liturgy.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
Feed your soul!
Visitors are always welcome!
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Features a more contemporary
worship. Sing praises to the Lord with
the Mikey Day Band. The music is
uplifting and enjoyable for all ages.
What a great way to start the week?
Communion is served by intinction
every Sunday.
Kids’ Place- Infant and Preschool
Care during Worship Services

About the Messenger
Please submit articles by the 15th of the month, typed (preferably
a text or word processing file, but paper copy is ok too), and should be
approximately 150 words. If you are interested in submitting an
article for publication in our newsletter, please contact, Vaskie Turner
Email: vskt@att.net
Editor: Vaskie Turner
Webmaster: Aart Bik

Publisher: Ann Wallace

