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THE MESSENGER
Pastor Derek Writes…
By Pastor Derek Engfelt

Pastor Derek Writes…
“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
Revelation 2:10

The carpet was new when we moved into the house. That was back in 2002. More than 17 years later,
traversed and trampled by seven kids and their friends, the carpet was… well, let’s just say it had
completed its purpose and outlived its life expectancy. Over the years, we had rented machines from
the local grocery store, and had given it a good going-over. I had even found someone on Nextdoor
who advertised having had years of experience cleaning carpets and who even expressed a love for
cleaning them. (I learn something new every day!) She came to our house and gave it more than a good
once-over, but still there were spots that stubbornly refused to leave. I guess they wanted to live on as
one of the many memories in our home.
But I had finally had enough. Something had to be done: The carpet had to go.
But what came next was not so certain. Replacing the carpet would mean time and money; it would
mean searching carpet stores and choosing colors and styles. A friend encouraged me to consider
laminate. More decisions to make. More time, more effort, more angst – and more money.
What was even underneath the carpet? I suspected there was hardwood – but if that was what was
there, I wasn’t sure how hardy it would be or what condition it might be in – especially after all these
years.
How would I ever know – if I did not lift up a corner and take a peek?
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I ended up doing more than that. Everything was hauled out of the room. And I mean everything. Up came
the carpet, the pad, the tack strips, and the many, many staples imbedded in the floor. And once everything
was up and out, a good sweeping and scrubbing of the floor was followed by an application of a coat of
polyurethane over the exposed wood.
I was amazed. Who knew there was life underneath – and that death (the old, used carpet) would give way
to life?
*****
Our bodies are mortal. As I have found myself well into the AARP years, I’ve come to experience but a few
of the aches and pains of later life. And I know things will not get better. It’s not about improvement at this
point; it’s about maintenance!
And one day my body will have outlived its allotted lifespan. Its purpose will be complete. And to dust I
shall return. It’s not something I relish thinking about (it’s not something I want to think about much at
all). But it is part of the truth of my human life.
The Good News is that in Christ we have an Easter Hope. That because He lives, so too will we live – in
Him and because of Him. “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
This is a gracious, miraculous gift of God. A hope that encourages me, as I fully invest myself into each day
of this life.
And when I now take a look into the now-finished room, I marvel at the unseen floor – that was there all
the time, but only realized when the old, decrepit carpet had been pulled up and discarded. And looking
upon the shiny floor makes me smile and gives me hope: On the other side of death, there is life.
To live each day with gratitude before God and with the joyful expectation of what our gracious God has in
store for His beloved: That’s where I want to be. May God grant that it be so.
Pastor Derek J Engfelt
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An experience by congregation member – 1. Man on the Median – Our member was
driving and was about to make a left hand turn at Saratoga and Prospect/West Campbell Ave when he saw a
man with a sign asking for food or money. Our member lowered his window and showed him the People
Helping People clear bag so he could see what was inside. He then told the man” Our church, ILC, made the
bags to help people. The man said that he could really use this and then that he and others lived under the
bridge on Prospect Ave. near Lawrence and that he was also collecting food and money for them. Our
member gave him two bags and he thanked him profusely and said God Bless.
2. Young man sagging by the Store: Our member was shopping at Trader Joes and on his way out saw a
young man looking very dejected with a sign asking for food. He sat next to the young man and asked him
what was wrong. He answered that he had been living at the shelter and that the other day all his belongings
were stolen from the shelter, including his cheap cell phone. He said he needed this in order to get around
and look for a job. Our member mentioned about the food packages and that our church ILC was always
trying to help people. The young man said that was very special. Before saying goodbye, our member told
the young man to try to keep his spirits up and to go back to the shelter. He said he was but was trying to
get some food and money to get another phone. They talked about positivity and using all the gov't services
available. The young took the two bags and he thanked our member profusely.

Helping anyone even if it is just a little means so much to people who literally have nothing. God's
grace.
Come join us as we serve those in need in practical ways. As we do so, we’re living into our ILC vision of
“passionately responding to grace we’ve received by joyfully serving others in the name of Jesus.”
Special Note: Midtown Family Services, an organization started by our own Ted & Doreen Geiszler, to assist
disadvantaged families in the Silicon Valley, liked our PHP concept – and they’ll be using our bags in the work
that they do. (Go to www.midtownfs.org for more information about Midtown.)
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Thank you for
Serving!

Volunteer to Serve on Sundays
It takes many people to make Sunday mornings “happen.” You’re welcome to participate
and be one of them! Please note that we have a new link to sign up in 2019. Please
go to www.ilcsaratoga.org/volunteer or call Ann at the church office (408-867-0822).
Service Opportunities include:
Altar Guild: Prepare communion elements, prepare sanctuary for worship; clean up
after worship.
Audio: Make sure our sound system is in good working order and monitor sound during
the service.
Coffee: Provide treats for fellowship time after service
Communion: Help distribute communion during service
Greeter: Warmly welcome people at the door and hand them a bulletin
Lector: Read lessons in church
Liturgists – Prayers: Offer Prayers of the People during the service
Liturgists – Cantor: Assistant leader in worship, chant the opening liturgy
Usher: Hand out announcement pages, take offering, light and extinguish candles
Nursery: Watch over the little ones during service
Sunday School: Teach or assist in our 10:45 Sunday school (preschool – high school)
If you have questions about any of these Sunday Morning Activities, please call the
church office.
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Children’s Story

Be Grateful
A rich landowner named Carl often rode around his vast estate so he could congratulate himself on
his great wealth. One day while riding around his estate on his favorite horse, he saw Hans, an old
tenant farmer. Hans was sitting under a tree when Carl rod e by.
Hans said, 'I was just thanking God for my food.'
Carl protested, 'If that is all I had to eat, I wouldn't feel like giving thanks.'
Hans replied, 'God has given me everything I need and I am thankful for it.'
The old farmer added, 'It is strange you should come by today because I had a dream last night. In
my dream a voice told me....The richest man in the valley will die tonight.' I don't know what it
means, but I thought I ought to tell yo u.'
Carl snorted, 'Dreams are nonsense,' and galloped away, but he could not forget Hans' words…The
richest man in the valley will die tonight.
He was obviously the richest man in the valley, so he invited his doctor to his house that evening.
Carl told the doctor what Hans had said. After a thorough examination, the doctor told the wealthy
landowner, 'Carl, you are as strong and healthy as a horse. There is no way you are going to die
tonight.'
Nevertheless, for assurance, the doctor stayed with Carl, and they played cards through the night.
The doctor left the next morning and Carl apologized for becoming so upset over the old man's
dream.
At about nine o'clock, a messenger arrived at Carl's door.
'What is it?' Carl demanded.
The messenger explained, 'It's about old Hans. He died last night in his sleep.'
You don’t need money to be rich. Be grateful for what you have in lire and you will feel happier.

Confirmation
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Confirmation Classes
Confirmation is for youth in grades 6-8. We study the Bible and Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.
Classes are taught by Pastor Derek & Youth Ministry Leader Alyssa McCoy, held on Sundays at 12:30
PM and take place in the Trust Fund Room. We are currently on summer break and will start up again
in September.

Date

Unit

Sep. 15
Sep. 22
Sep. 29

Confirmation Kickoff -- Pool Party at Engfelts’: 4:00 PM

21

Topic

Solomon & Rehoboam
No Class

Who Attends?
Youth & Parents
Youth
Youth
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Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast is held the first Saturday of each month at Effie’s
Restaurant in Campbell (331 W. Hacienda Ave). We meet at
8:00am in the bar, share breakfast, fellowship, and engage in a
free-wheeling, bible topic discussion. We conclude by 9:30 am.
All men of the congregation – members and visitors – are
welcome.

welcome

enjoying a relaxing

ILC
Men

Saturday morning breakfast (photo credit: Jack
Moorman)
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Sunday School
Activities
Our ILC ladies
enjoying a

relaxed morning visiting with each other.
(photo credit: Cheryl Moorman)
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ILC EVENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER MINISTRY Meets every Sunday in Fireside Room between services, 10:20-10:40AM. All welcome.
Info/questions, contact Shelly Sarkisian, 408-921-1313.

WEDDINGS AT ILC
Judy Onton is our ILC wedding coordinator.
To find out more, take a brochure from the pew rack, check out our
website: www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings and follow us on Instagram: ILCSaratogaweddings.
Tell your friends!
THE FOOD CART - Please consider adding a package or two of food for the cart whenever you shop. The
hunger problem seems always to be with us and all donations help. Thank you for keeping this in mind when
you shop! The Community Service Committee

If you would like to make an E-Donation to ILC, then either download the Givelify App on your
smartphone, or go online to http://ilcsaratoga.org/give. Givelify gives you a beautiful, easy giving
experience using your smartphone, tablet or PC. There are no frustrating web forms or text-to-give
codes to memorize. Even better, it’s free to download and use. It’s safe and secure, and for tax time you have one-tap access to your complete
donation records.

SHOP AT SMILE.AMAZON.COM
Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Immanuel Lutheran Church of
Saratoga. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1744019 and
support ILC every time you shop.

Flower Chart on Kiosk – Sign Up for Altar Flowers
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Altar Guild
ILC Members
If you’ll recall, last fall in a communication to church
members from Charley Eddy, a solicitation was made to
pledge not only financially but also with your
talents. We’ve all been blessed with unique gifts, and
I’d like to encourage each of you to consider how you
can help at ILC. There are many ways you can be of service each week, but I’d like to focus on Altar Guild.
Serving on the Altar Guild team is very important, and I would like to ask you to please give prayerful consideration to help as
you are able. The number of us that are active in Altar Guild has dwindled and we could really use more participation to
lighten the load. Training is available if you’re new to the Altar Guild team or need a refresher course, and detailed
instructions and photos are posted to help you.
Each week, 2-3 Altar Guild members help serve. We need 2 Altar Guild volunteers
on Saturday mornings to prepare the sanctuary for worship and set up for
communion, and then on Sunday do light duties for whichever service you
normally attend.
I understand there’s some confusion surrounding the online sign-ups for Altar
Guild (see the link below). Please note that, by signing up under 9:00, it indicates
you’ll help with Saturday prep in addition to some light duties on Sunday (at either
the 9:00 service or the 10:45 service). Those attending Second service are
welcome (and encouraged) to assist on Saturdays.
The greatest need on an on-going basis is Saturday morning when two volunteers
meet to prep for communion and set up for Sunday’s service, which takes about
one hour or less. You’d be partnered with an experienced Altar Guild member to help train you. To indicate you can help
with this, please sign up under 9:00 Service for Altar Guild.
Again, you do NOT both need to attend First Service if you normally attend Second Service to
help on Saturday….just sign up under 9:00 Altar Guild AND 10:45 Altar Guild to indicate
you’ll help Saturday and clean-up after second service.
Attached here is the 2019 www.ilcsaratoga.org/volunteer It’s easy! There are many
opportunities each Sunday for you to share your talents. If you need assistance signing up,
please contact Ann Wallace, our church administrator (408-867-0822).
For questions, or to arrange to be trained for Altar Guild, please contact Cheryl Sheehan at
408-768-3022. Please give consideration to being on the Altar Guild team. We can really use
your help…plus, it’s a fun opportunity to make new friends and visit with your partner on
Saturday mornings while you’re serving ILC!
Blessings to all of you!

Cheryl Sheehan
408-768-3022
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Building & Grounds: Feel like swinging a hammer, turning a wrench, repairing a sprinkler line, or laying down a coat of fresh
paint? Help maintain the appearance of our campus and sanctuary.
Contact: Ken Campbell 408-691-5694; Reed Canerday canerclan@sbcglobal.net
Magnification Team: Meets monthly to discuss the worship service plans; reviewing and discussing pastor’s thoughts and plans
for liturgy, special services, prayer services, frequency of communion, Advent services, choir music plans, etc. and addressing
any of his concerns. We also discuss volunteer signups for liturgists, lectors, communion assistants, ushers, etc. This is a way to
be engaged in a very important aspect of our church. The team meets monthly on the 2 nd Tuesday for about an hour at 6pm.
Contact: Clark Canham 408-605-3955 or Carol Flint 408-781-3168.
Mission Team: We communicate using infrequent formal meetings, supplemented by email/conversations. Our aim: spread the
Jesus story to the unchurched (Evangelism). Efforts needed: urge & train our members to become disciples, follow up on names
on the prayer list, and participate in Pastor’s neighborhood walks, and support ILC website upgrades. Currently working with the
Magnification Team to make ILC a truly welcoming congregation. Mission team also recognizes and celebrates the evangelism
efforts of other Lutherans (e.g., overseas missionaries).
Maturity – promotes the education of children and adults at ILC. Volunteers are needed to assist educating youth during the
second service Sunday School hour. In preschool, fun activities with the 3-5 year-olds; in elementary, from 1st to 5th grade, two
volunteers to instruct the kids with Bible stories, crafts and games.
Volunteers are also needed to teach the 6 th through 8th graders in a rotating schedule with the Youth Ministry Leader, Alyssa
McCoy. Meetings are minimal. Bible study materials for the elementary grades are distributed via email. Contact Mitzie Eddy 408656-7025 or mitzeddy@gmail.com
Church Council: Council acts as the executive team of the congregation and approves budgets and expenditures, prioritizes
facilities projects, makes and approves key personnel decisions, and sets strategic direction for ILC. Current focus areas are
increasing attendance and membership, prudent financial planning, and redistributing and reducing the congregation’s work-load.
Council meets at 7pm on the second Tuesday of each month in the Fireside Room. All congregants are welcome at any time.
Contact: Nathan Sarkisian 408-591-4976; Pastor Derek

THE MESSENGER
ILC Annual Events
EASTER

LADIES RETREAT

Habitat for Humanity

Summer Concerts
In the Park

Thanksgiving
Interfaith Service

Christmas Buffet
Decorating

Christmas Concert Children’s Christmas Play

13

14

THE MESSENGER

On The Horizon… (mark your calendars)

God’s River of Life…
Pastor Derek teaches a Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at church, from 10:00 – 11:30. All
are welcome to attend.
We’re presently on August Break. We will resume on September 4, when we hop aboard God’s
Ship Grace cruising down God’s River of Life. Our journey takes us from the river in Genesis to the
river in Revelation. We’re stopping at several ports of call, where we set up camp, take a look around,
and come to better know our God, ourselves and each other. Your presence is requested…
We’re presently in the Book of Exodus, and will be discussing the Ten Plagues, Passover and God’s
rescue of the Hebrews from their bondage to Egypt. We’ll talk about how we treat each other as
human beings and delve into the subjects of God’s judgment and grace.
For more information, call or email Pastor Derek at pastord63@gmail.com or 408-499-4866.

MONDAY - FRIDAY, JULY 29TH - AUGUST 2ND 9AM TO 12PM

“A Book is a dream that you hold in your hand”-Neil Gaiman
I love to read... I love to dream.... I have some crazy dreams! Just ask Pastor Derek!
I would love to share in the joyful adventure
books bring us in fellowship when we read
together.... A Book Club!
For fun, for adventure, for learning, for
friendship, for care, for each other and I’m
certain many other reasons why will emerge.
If you would like to join me in creating this Book
Club, please let me know. You can call, text, or
email me.
Nola Engfelt
408-489-6050
lanola_jean@yahoo.com
I’m thinking about meeting once a month at each other’s homes or church and the group selecting
enjoyable reading from popular selections. Starting the group in September around Rally day.
I look forward to our fellowship, fun and friendship!
Nola Engfelt 😀

THE MESSENGER
The Hills Are Alive… with ILC Hikers!
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Have you heard about our hiking group?
Come join us, as we explore part of the
wonderful nature that surrounds our
neighborhoods.
In August, we’ll again revisit some of our
favorites. See details below.
These events are planned to be fun for the
whole family. They are “no one left behind”
hikes. Invite your friends!
August 17: Sierra Azul Preserve:
Woods Trail. Jacques Ridge Parking
Lot. (This will be an “out and back” hike, mostly level with some “rolling hills.”) A little
over 4 miles, with just over 500 feet of elevation gain.
Getting There:
Exit Highway 85 at Camden Avenue. (From Southbound 85 turn left on Camden Avenue. From
northbound 85 turn left on Branham Avenue, then left on Camden Avenue.) Travel on Camden Avenue
about 1.6 miles. Travel on Hicks Road about 6.3 miles.At the stop sign (at the top of the road and
the junction of Mt. Umunhum Rd., turn left. Go about 50 yards and park in the parking lot.
August 31: Mt. Umunhum Ascent. Bald Mountain Parking Lot. Our most challenging hike so
far (but we’ve conquered it already): 8.5 miles, 1245 feet of elevation gain.
Getting There:
Exit Highway 85 at Camden Avenue. (From Southbound 85 turn left on Camden Avenue. From
northbound 85 turn left on Branham Avenue, then left on Camden Avenue.) Travel on Camden Avenue
about 1.6 miles. Travel on Hicks Road about 6.3 miles. At the stop sign (at the top of the road and
the junction of Mt. Umunhum Rd., turn right. Continue uphill 1.7 miles. Parking lot is on the left.
Time: For each of these hikes, plan to arrive by 7:45 AM. We’ll gather our group and plan
our hike. We’ll hit the road at 8:00 and plan to return to our cars by 10:00 (on the 17 th)
and 12:00 (on the 31st).
Please RSVP so I know you’ll be coming. Bring a water bottle, and wear comfortable and sturdy
shoes/boots. You can RSVP by emailing me at pastorderek@ilcsaratoga.org or calling 408-499-4866.
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Youth Handbell Choir
Hopefully you had a chance
to see and hear the Youth
Handbell Choir perform in
church. For our 1st year we
had 6-7 ringers and
performed in church on 4
Sundays. Based on feedback
from you youth and the
congregation, our inaugural
year was a success!
We are continuing with the
Youth Handbell Choir this
year and are hoping to grow
in numbers. With more
ringers, we will have more
options in the music that we can play. The Youth Handbell Choir rehearses on Sundays in between
2nd service and Confirmation classes – from 11:45 to 12:30. All youth 10 years and older are
welcome to join us.
Don’t know much about music? Well, Handbells are a great vehicle for teaching music. Individuals
can very quickly learn the technique for ringing bells compared to other instruments that require a
lot of practice to master the technique. With Handbells, we can quickly demonstrate so many
elements of music (melody, harmony, rhythm, dynamics, meter, …)
Another very important reason to join
the Youth Handbell Choir is for the
teamwork and comradery. In a
Handbell Choir, ALL are needed. The
music struggles if even one part is
missing. This is a place where all
individuals can feel needed and be a
part of a team to make music and
praise God. The Handbell Choir
mirrors the body of Christ. Roman
12:5 says: “so in Christ we, though
many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.”
In the Handbell Choir, we are all
separate ringers doing our own thing
and yet we’re interconnected and need each other to come together to make a joyful noise to God.
It reinforces the idea that you need to work together to achieve something great. In a Handbell
team, success comes by including everyone and building up the individuals that struggle.
Please contact Carol Flint or Elisabeth Pintar if you are interested in joining us
Also, Handbells are not just for kids. We could use a few more ringers in the adult Handbell Choir
too. Those rehearsals are on Thursday evenings 6:00 – 7:00.
Carol Flint
cflint8891@gmail.com
408-781-3168

Elisabeth Pintar
elisabethpintar@yahoo.com

408-857-8519
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Weddings at Immaunel Lutheran Church, Saratoga
Judy Onton is our ILC wedding coordinator.
To find out more, take a brochure from the pew rack, or check out our website:
www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings. Follow us on Instagram:ILCSaratogaweddings.Share with
family and friends of this beautiful and charming santuary, so they might consider it as a
place to hold their matrimony.

Many couples have joined their hands and lives in our lovely church and its tranquil surroundings.
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Traditional Service 9:00a.m. Features a more contemporary
worship. Sing praises to the Lord with
Come hear our wonderful
the Mikey Day Band. The music is
choir, bell choir, and
uplifting and enjoyable for all ages.
organist.
What a great way to start the week?
Communion is served each
Communion is served by intinction
Sunday as part of the liturgy.
every Sunday.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
Feed your soul!

Kids’ Place- Infant and Preschool
Care during Worship Services

Visitors are always welcome!

About the Messenger
Please submit articles by the 15th of the month, typed (preferably
a text or word processing file, but paper copy is ok too), and should be
approximately 150 words. If you are interested in submitting an
article for publication in our newsletter, please contact, Vaskie Turner
Email: vskt@att.net
Editor: Vaskie Turner
Webmaster: Aart Bik

August 10, 1968

Publisher: Ann Wallace

