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 August 1: Menôs breakfast, normally held @ Effies in Campbell  via Zoom.  

 Please join us at 8:00 AM by clicking here: https://zoom.us/j/515623639  

 (1 st  Sat of the  Month: Sept 5, Oct 3, Nov 7, Dec 5 )  

 Special Note ï Page 2  

 NOTE: During this time of Shelter In - Place, all the dates for the scheduled  

 newsletter events (except where specified) are only placeholders. Until  

 further notice, we will NOT be meeting in person. If youôre uncertain about 

 whether or not something is  going to happen, please email 

( pastord63@gmail.com ) or call (408 - 499 - 4866) Pastor Derek to confirm.  

 

 ** Meet Our Contemporary Worship Team Leader  -  Page 21 **   

 Godôs River of Life can be accessed by Zoom here 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/618161830  

        

  ***Pl sign up for Altar Guild***  

               Shelter Meals Schedule: Sign up to cook or serve  
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THE MESSENGER  
  

Special Note ! 
 

During these unprecedented days of Shelter-in-Place and Social Distancing, we are (as a member of our 

faith community answers me whenever I ask how heôs doing, even before COVID-19) ñstill alive!ò  

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church continues to meet virtually, as we move forward in the ministry and mission 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE DAILY for fresh servings of Daily Bread and moreé Itôs 

just one click away: https://ilcsaratoga.org/special.php  

 

Sunday services  have been condensed to about 30 minutes and posted online by 9:00 AM each Sunday 

morning. You can ñtune inò at the time youôre used to attending services and participate in the community 

gathering. You are also invited to join us for a time of live online fellowship in our post -service Zoom 

gathering, which begins at 9:45. Click here to join:  

https://zoom.us/j/91149950073?pwd=dzByVXkyVGVsd3lFTUt4Z256K3pMZz09 

 

Wednesday morning Bible Study  (10:00 ï 11:30) is LIVE via Zoom. All are welcome. Click here to 

participate: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/618161830 

 

Thursday morning Bible Study  (Yokefellows) also continues to meet virtually LIVE via Zoom at 6:30 

AM. You have to provide your own refreshments, but you can stay in your pajamas! Thereôs room for you 

at the table. Click here to join: https://zoom.us/j/669784581 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU  NEED SOMEONE TO DO SOME GROCERY SHOPPING OR 

PICK UP PRESCRIPTIONS FOR YOU. WEôRE HERE TO HELP. 

 

God is with you all in these days. Letôs make the best of them, as we continue to love and care for each 

other and reach out with Godôs love to our neighbors in need. 

*****  
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Pastor Derek Writesé 

ñLet us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some,  

but encouraging one another;  
and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.ò 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

This is a tough time. I miss our Sunday morning fellowship. As grateful as I am that weôre living in an 

age when weôre blessed with technology that enables us to connect with each other virtually and 

interact with one another from a dista nce, nothing can replace the face-to-face fellowship we share in 

our in -person gatherings. I miss our Sunday morning gatherings. Am I repeating myself? Itôs only 

because I feel it so deeply. 

Itôs my confident hope and fervent prayer that when weôre able to come together again to join together 

in praise that our celebration of worship will be more fervent than ever. Weôll be more appreciative of 

our faith community  and more grateful for the gift of physical touch. Sharing the sacrament of our 

Lord around the  altar (or in front of it) will have even more meaning. And for me as pastor, to preach 

to living, breathing bodies rather than to a lifeless camera positioned in front of empty pews ï this will 

be a welcome change over which I will greatly rejoice.  

 

 

By Pastor Derek Engfelt  

 Pastor Derek Writesé 
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This been a dreadfully long season, and many of us are growing weary of it. But we can be sure that these 

things, too, shall pass. During  this interim time, let us continue to recognize Godôs faithful presence in our 

midst. God has promised that He will never abandon or forsake His people and this promise is especially 

meaningful at a time like this. We are not alone. God is with us and for us. And as the apostle reminds us: 

If God is for us, who can be against us? Our victory in Jesus is certain. So let us make the best of these 

days and use them to be intentional about growing in our faith and increasing our trust in Godôs goodness. 

While we are physically separated, Iôm ever grateful to hear that so many in the congregation are reaching 

out with the love of Chr ist by keeping up with each other and building each other up with words of 

encouragement. This is the Church at its best, as the Spirit of God works through each member in the body 

for the good of the whole. 

Take heart! Press on in faith! Hope in the Lord! Rejoice in Godôs abiding presence! God will faithfully see 

us through th is season and bring us into a new day, filled with the blessings of His glorious grace. We will 

emerge from this season into Godôs new creation and with it we will gain a deeper sense of gratitude and 

have a more heartfelt expression of thanksgiving. We will cherish one another as never before as precious 

gifts of God. And the light of God will be evident in our midst for all the world to  see.  

God is working out His good purposes in these days ï of that you can be sure. Let us rejoice that in His 

sovereignty God is carrying out His will on 

earth as it is in heaven. May Godôs work be 

done in us and through us to the honor of His 

glorious name. 

 

With Ever -Deepening Appreciation for you, 

dear Church,  

Pastor Derek J Engfelt 
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An experience by congregation member  ï 1.  Man  on the Median ï Our member was 

driving and was about to make a left hand turn at Saratoga and Prospect/West Campbell Ave when he saw  a 

man with a sign asking for food or money.   Our member unwind his  window and showed him the People 

Helping People clear bag so he could see what was inside.   He then told the manò Our church, ILC, made the 

bags to help people.   The man said that he could really use this and then that he and others lived under the 

bridge on Prospect Ave. near Lawrence and that he was also collecting food and money for them.   Our 

member gave him two bags and he thanked him  profusely and said God Bless.  

 

2.   Young m an sagging by the Store:  Our member was shopping at Trader Joes and on his way out  saw a 

young man looking very dejected with a sign asking for food.   He sat next to the young man  and asked him 

what was wrong.   He answered that he had been living at the shelter and that the other day all his belongs 

were stolen from the shelter, including his cheap cell phone.   He said he needed this in order to get around 

and look for a job.   Our member mentioned  about the food packages and that our church ILC was  always 

trying to help people. The young man said that was very special .  Before saying goodbye, o ur member told 

the young man  to try to keep his spirits up and to go back to the shelter.   He said he was but  was trying to 

get some food and money to get ano ther phone.    They  talked about positivity and using all the gov't 

services available.  The young took the two bags and he thanked our member  profusely.    

Helping anyone even if it is just a little means so much to people who literally have nothing.  God's 
grace.  

 
Come join us as we serve those in need in practical ways. As we do so, weôre living into our ILC 

vision of ñpassionate responding to grace weôve received by joyfully serving others in the name of 

Jesus .ò 
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 Volunteer to Serve on Sundays      

Thank you for 

Serving!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It takes many people to make Sunday mornings ñhappen.ò Youôre welcome to 
participate and be one of them! Please note that we have a new link to sign up in 

201 9 . Please go to www.ilcsaratoga.org/volunteer or call Ann at the church office 

(408 -867 -0822).  

 

Service Opportunities include:  

Altar Guild: Prepare communion elements, prepare sanctuary for worship; clean up 

after worship.  

Audio: Make sure our sound system is in good working order and monitor sound during 

the service.  

Coffee: Provide treats for fellowship time after service  

Communion: Help distribute communion during service  

Greeter: Warmly welcome people at the door and hand them a bulletin  

Lector: Read lessons in church  

Liturgists ï Prayers: Offer Prayers of the People during the service  

Liturgists ï Cantor: Assistant leader in worship, chant the opening liturgy  

Usher: Hand out announcement pages, take offering, light and extinguish candles  

Nursery: Watch over the little ones during service  

 

Sunday School: Teach or assist in our 10:45 Sunday school (preschool ï high school)  

If you have questions about any of these Sunday Morning Activities, please call the 

church office.  
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     Childrenôs Story 

 

          

 

 

              
Jesus Calms the Tempest  

 

At one time when Jesus had entered a ship to cross the Sea of Galilee with His disciples, a great storm 

arose and the waves nearly covered the little vessel, so that they were apparently in great danger. 

The disciples were frightened, but Jesus was asleep and the storm did not disturb Him. As it grew worse 

and worse and the disciples became more than ever afraid, they went back to where Jesus lay and 

wakened Him, crying out, "Master, dost Thou not care that we perish?" 

When they said this, Jesus arose and spoke to the winds and the sea, saying, "Peace, be still!" Then at 

once the wind went down and the sea became calm, and the hearts of the men were filled with wonder and 

still greater faith and awe, while they said to one another, "What manner of man is this, that even the wind 

and the sea obey Him?" They had not yet learned that Jesus had power over all things whenever He chose 

to exercise it. 

At another time when the disciples had crossed the Sea of Galilee, expecting that Jesus would join them 

upon the other side, a storm came up, suddenly as before, 

and the waters were quickly piled up in great waves; for the 

lake was narrow and deep, and the storms usually burst in 

full fury with little warning, doing much harm before there 

was a chance to escape. At this time the disciples had hard 

work to row the boat against the wind, and it was tossed 

about here and there by the waves in the middle of the sea 

until, toward morning, Jesus went out toward it, walking 

upon the water. 

When the disciples saw Him coming, they thought it was a 

spirit and were frightened: but He spoke to them, saying, 

"Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid." 

Then Peter said: "Lord, if it be, Thou, bid me come unto 

Thee on the water." 

Jesus said, "Come," and Peter stepped out upon the water and started toward the Master; but his faith was 

not strong enough, and as he began to sink, he cried, "Lord, save me!" 

Jesus stretched out His hand and held him up. "O thou of little faith," He said, "wherefore didst thou 

doubt?" 

When Jesus came into the boat the storm ceased, and soon they reached the shore. Then the disciples 

worshiped Him and said, "Of a truth Thou art the Son of God." 
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 Confirmation  

  

 
Confirmation Classes  
Confirmation is for youth in grades 6 -8. We study the Bible and Martin Lutherôs Small Catechism. 

Classes are taught by Pastor Derek & Youth Ministry Leader Alyssa McCoy, held on Sundays at 12:30 

PM and take place in the Trust Fund Room . We are currently on summer break and will start up again 

in September.  
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               ILC M                                       Men enjoying a relaxing Saturday morning breakfast (photo credit: Jack Moorman)  

                                             
 

  
  

 

                                

 
 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
                                    

          Our ILC ladies enjoying a relaxed morning visiting with each other. (photo credit: Cheryl Moorman)  
 

Menôs Breakfast 

 
Wome nôs Breakfast 
¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ IƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

Inn Restaurant at 998 South De Anza Boulevard, San Jose. We meet at 8:30am for a 

short devotion, after which we share breakfast and fellowship. We conclude by 

10:00. All women of the congregation ς members and friends ς are welcome. 
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Sunday School Activities  


