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THE MESSENGER
Pastor Derek Writes…
By Pastor Derek Engfelt

Pastor Derek Writes…
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

About a month ago I was invited by a professor at Luther Seminary to participate in a grant project received
from the Lilly Foundation. The subject concerned what it is that makes preaching compelling to listeners today.
For two full days I met with ten other pastors and leaders in the crisp fall of Farmington, Minnesota to discuss
the subject and to consider how we might learn more from listeners in our churches today.

At one point in our gathering our leader quoted the verse above from Hebrews 13. The words resonated within
me. God – who is, who was and who is to come – is the same yesterday, today and forever. In the pages of
Scripture, we hear the witness of how God rescued His people time and time again. God brought His people out
of Egypt, saving them from their bondage to an oppressive king. In Jesus God came to rescue the world from
sin – by the outpouring of His life on Calvary. Indeed, this God – and His saving acts – have been made known
to us in Scripture.
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And… the God who was, the God who has done… is the God who is and who does now! For me, that is a compelling
Word! Furthermore, our saving God is faithful to walk with us in our present lives and to save us for life eternal.
What confidence this can give us when we walk through difficult times – and when we consider the limitations of
our earthly lives and contemplate life eternal. The One who has known you since before you were born is with you
now and will be with you forever. There can be nothing more stable and certain than that!
In my preaching – and in yours – let us lift up our faithful and loving God who is ever-present with us and eversaving for us. Let us be intentional about making God’s presence known in the world today. For indeed: God is as
present with us today as He was in Jesus two thousand years ago.
So, what do you think? What makes for a compelling sermon? What resonates with you, engages you, fills you with
joy and hope, and spurs you on toward a life of loving service?
We will explore these things together in the coming months, and we trust that God’s Holy Spirit will continue to
work in the proclamation of the Word to create and sustain faith in our midst.

Rejoicing in the Faithfulness of God,
Pastor Derek J Engfelt
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An experience by congregation member

– 1. Man on the Median – Our member was

driving and was about to make a left-hand turn at Saratoga and Prospect/West Campbell Ave when he saw a
man with a sign asking for food or money. Our member rolled down his window and showed him the People
Helping People clear bag so he could see what was inside. He then told the man" Our church, ILC, made the
bags to help people. The man said that he could really use this and then that he and others lived under the
bridge on Prospect Ave. near Lawrence and that he was also collecting food and money for them. Our member
gave him two bags and he thanked him profusely and said God Bless.

2. Young man sagging by the Store: Our member was shopping at Trader Joes and on his way out saw a
young man looking very dejected with a sign asking for food. He sat next to the young man and asked him
what was wrong. He answered that he had been living at the shelter and that the other day all his belongings
were stolen from the shelter, including his cheap cell phone. He said he needed this in order to get around
and look for a job. Our member mentioned about the food packages and that our church ILC was always trying
to help people. The young man said that was very special. Before saying goodbye, our member told the young
man to try to keep his spirits up and to go back to the shelter. He said he was but was trying to get some
food and money to get another phone.

They talked about positivity and using all the gov't services

available. The young took the two bags and he thanked our member profusely.

Helping anyone even if it is just a little means so much to people who literally have nothing. God's
grace.
Come join us as we serve those in need in practical ways. As we do so, we're living into our ILC
vision of "passionately responding to the grace we've received by joyfully serving others in the
name of Jesus."

THE MESSENGER

Volunteer to Serve on Sundays
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Thank you for
Serving!

It takes many people to make Sunday mornings “happen.” You’re welcome to
participate and be one of them!
Service Opportunities include:
Altar Guild: Prepare communion elements, prepare sanctuary for worship; clean up
after worship.
Audio: Make sure our sound system is in good working order and monitor sound
during the service.
Livestream: Control the livestream setup and camera during the service to support
our "Church without Walls"
Coffee: Provide treats for fellowship time after service
Communion: Help distribute communion during service
Greeter: Warmly welcome people at the door and hand them a bulletin
Lector: Read lessons in church
Liturgist: Assistant leader in worship, chant the opening liturgy
Usher: Hand out announcement pages, take offering, light and extinguish candles
Nursery: Watch over the little ones during service
Sunday School: Teach or assist in our 10:45 Sunday school (preschool – high school)
If you have questions about any of these Sunday Morning Activities, please email Alyssa
McCoy alyssamccoy@comcast.net
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Children's Story

The Magic Window

Once upon a time, a little boy became very ill. He had to spend all day in bed, unable to move.
Because other children weren't allowed to come near him, he suffered greatly and spent his days
feeling sad and blue.
There wasn't much he could do except look out of the window. Time passed, and his feeling of
despair just grew. Until one day, he saw a strange shape in the window. It was a penguin eating a
sausage sandwich. The penguin squeezed in through the open window, said "good afternoon" to
the boy, turned around, and left again.
Of course, the boy was shocked. He was still trying to work out what had happened when he saw a
monkey in a nappy, busy blowing up a balloon outside his window. At first, the boy asked himself
what that could be, but after a while, as more and more crazy-looking characters appeared out the
window, he burst out laughing and found it hard to stop.
Anyone wanting to stop laughing would not by seeing a pig playing the tambourine, an elephant
jumping on a trampoline, or a dog wearing a pair of glasses and talking about nothing except
politics. The little boy didn't tell anyone about this because who would have believed him? Even so,
those strange characters ended up putting the joy back in his heart and body. Before long, his
health had improved so much that he could return to school again.
There he got to talk to his friends and tell them all the strange things he had seen. While talking to
his best friend, he saw something sticking out of his friend's school bag. The boy asked his friend
what it was, and he was so insistent that finally, his friend had to show him what was in the bag.
Inside were all the fancy-dress suits and disguises that his best friend had been using to cheer the
little boy up!
And from that day on, the little boy always did his best to ensure no one felt sad and alone.

Copyright.
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Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast is held the first Saturday of each month at Effie’s Restaurant in
Campbell (331 W. Hacienda Ave). We meet at 8:00am in the bar, share
breakfast, fellowship, and engage in a free-wheeling, Bible topic discussion. We
conclude by 9:30 am.
All men of the congregation – members and visitors – are welcome.
ILC Men enjoying a relaxing Saturday morning breakfast (photo credit: Pastor Derek)

Women’s Breakfast
The Women’s Breakfast is held the third Saturday of each month at Holder’s Country
Inn Restaurant at 1424 Saratoga Ave, San Jose. We meet at 8:30am for a short
devotion, after which we share breakfast and fellowship. We conclude by 10:00. All
women of the congregation – members and friends – are welcome.

Our ILC ladies enjoying a relaxed morning visiting with each other. (photo credit: Cheryl Moorman)
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Crossword Puzzle: Famous Quotes

September Crossword Puzzle answers
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ILC EVENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE FOOD CART - Please consider adding a package or two of food for the cart whenever you shop. The hunger problem
seems always to be with us and all donations help. Thank you for keeping this in mind when you shop! The Community Service
Committee
Community Support: Thank you for your continued donations of clothes (placed in bags), food and
children's books. The collection bins are located alongside the church office parking lot, and you can
drop items (non-perishables) in the bins at any time. Your generosity is appreciated!
If you would like to make an E-Donation to ILC, then either download the Givelify App on your smartphone, or go
online to http://ilcsaratoga.org/give. Givelify gives you a beautiful, easy giving experience using your
smartphone, tablet or PC. There are no frustrating web forms or text-to-give codes to memorize. Even better, it's
free to download and use. It's safe and secure, and for tax time you have one-tap access to your complete
donation records.

Serve by Shopping: October 2
You're invited again this month to join in on the fun and serve by shopping! We’re looking for a few
friends of our faith community (and those outside it, as well) to give one hour of their time on Oct. 2 to
purchase food for those in need (and to be reimbursed for your expenses). This has been made possible
by a grant from the Silicon Valley Community Foundation. For more information, contact Lee Wheeler at
misterlee50@aol.com.

SHOP AT SMILE.AMAZON.COM
Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Immanuel Lutheran
Church of Saratoga. Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1744019 and support ILC every time you shop.
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Flower Chart on Kiosk – Sign Up for Altar Flowers

Memories at ILC
EASTER

LADIES RETREAT

Habitat for Humanity

Summer Concerts
In the Park

Thanksgiving
Christmas Buffet &
Interfaith Service Tree Decorating

Christmas Concert Children's Christmas Play
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On The Horizon… (mark your calendars)
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Worship Offerings
We will continue to have three offerings – traditional, contemporary and livestream.
https://ilcsaratoga.org/live.php. Please check website for each week's Livestream start time.

Bible Study Offering
Join us Wednesday mornings in at 10:00 AM as we consider the Augsburg Confession. All are welcome.
We meeting in person in the Fireside Room. Treats are served at the conclusion of the class (11:30). If
you are unable to meet with us in person, you can join via Zoom by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83250020639
If you would like to participate or for more information regarding the material we are using, please
contact Pastor Derek at pastord63@gmail.com

Thursday Morning Study
Thursday morning Bible study (Yokefellows) continues to meet each Thursday morning at 6:30 AM
in the church Fireside Room. Refreshments are served. In September we are continuing our study on the
Gospel according to John. If you’re unable to join us in person, you can participate from the comfort of
your own home by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87581100281?pwd=dEgrblEwUFZlaU5NQy91RE9sWlNIQT09

Diving Deeper: Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM.
All are welcome to attend a Wednesday evening one-hour gathering, at which we will read and study the
Scriptures that will be read in church the following Sunday. Not only will this event prepare you for a
more meaningful experience on Sunday, it will also give you a chance to provide sermon input. And, of
course, it’s always meaningful to share in fellowship with others around the Word. Can’t join us in
person? Participate from the comfort of your home by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87353776510

Enter the Bible
Luther Seminary has created a powerful, free resource to break down each book of Scripture to give you
an in-depth overview of its background and context, its author and setting, the issues and themes you
can find in it, and so much more.
Click here to get access now: https://enterthebible.org/free-account-registration/

Livestream Training
Are you a reasonably tech savvy person who is interested in helping out with our livestream? Are you
interested in being trained to run the Sunday morning livestream? This training (led by Aart Bik, who has
been running our livestream operation since its inception) is expected to run for 1 to 2 hours and will take
place on a Saturday morning (date TBD based on responses) in the sanctuary. Aart will go over the camera
setup, connections, and livestreaming basics, from scheduling the next service on YouTube, to starting a
livestream, controlling the cameras, and overall making sure that our Church without Walls runs
smoothly. If interested, please let Pastor Derek know (pastord63@gmail.com or at 408-499-4866). Based
on the responses received, a Saturday will be selected for training.
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The Hills Are Alive… with ILC Hikers!
Come join us, as we explore part of the wonderful nature that surrounds our
neighborhoods.
These hikes are planned to be fun for the whole family –
“no one left behind” hikes. Invite your friends!
Oct. 8: Fremont Older Open Space Preserve: A
moderate hike with rolling hills. Approximately 4 miles.
Getting There: From the church, head southwest on
Saratoga Ave. toward Big Basin for 0.5 miles. Turn right
on Saratoga-Sunnyvale Rd. In 2.4 miles, turn left on
Rainbow Dr. In 1.1 miles, turn right on Bubb Rd. In 0.2
miles, turn left on Regnart Rd and proceed for 1 mile to
trailhead on left.
Time: Plan to arrive by 7:45 AM. We’ll gather our group and plan our hike. We’ll hit the
road at 8:00 and plan to return to our cars by 10:00.
Oct. 22: Bear Creek Redwood Preserve: a moderate-challenging six-mile looped hike.
Getting There: From the church, head southwest on Saratoga Ave. toward Big Basin for 0.5 miles. Turn
left on Los Gatos-Saratoga Rd. Proceed 3.8 miles and then merge onto Hwy 17 south. In three miles exit
Bear Creek Rd. Turn Left at stop sign. Go 1.1 miles. Parking lot is on the left. 19511 Bear Creek Rd.
Time: Plan to arrive by 7:45 AM. We’ll gather our group and plan our hike. We’ll hit the
road at 8:00 and plan to return to our cars by 10:00.
Please RSVP so I know you’ll be coming. Bring a water bottle, and wear comfortable and sturdy
shoes/boots. You can RSVP by emailing me at pastord63@gmail.com or calling 408-499-4866.

Lion's Club Donations Update
We've Got Glasses! Thank you for your contributions! With the congregation's help and our outreach,
so far this year we've collected 60 pairs of glasses (prescription and sunglasses), 30 cell phones, and 153
printer cartridges. We take hearing aids, too. That's 60+ people that we've assisted with their sight! We
can do even more, so please drop these items off in the Lion's Club box in the Church Office (Fridays
12-4 pm), after Sunday services, or contact Laura Gloner to arrange a pickup: laura.gloner@gmail.com

THE MESSENGER
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Weddings at Immaunel Lutheran Church, Saratoga
Judy Onton is our ILC wedding coordinator.
To find out more, take a brochure from the pew rack, or check out our website:
www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings. Follow us on Instagram:ILCSaratogaweddings.Share with
family and friends of this beautiful and charming santuary to hold their matrimony.

Many couples have joined hands to their lives at quaint church and its tranquil surroundings
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
Coronavirus: I have put together hotline
numbers and some websites that are
useful and informative!
Coronavirus Hotline for Seniors - The hotline number is 1833-544-2374.
https://www.kcra.com/article/gov-newsom-coronavirusupdate-march-31/31983378
Call 2-1-1 in 150 languages. 24/7
Text 211211 to receive texts on updates.
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd/news/Pages/covid-19-call-211.aspx
Emotional Listening Support Contact 24/7 Helpline: 1-800-932-4616 (Toll Free)
http://www.contacthelpline.org/emotional-listening-support
Santa Clara County (SSC) Update on Coronavirus – www.sccphd.org/coronavirus.
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd/DiseaseInformation/novelcoronavirus/Pages/home.aspx
Covid-19 on CDC - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
State of California hotline to deliver services & help for older Californians - 1-833-5442374.
CDC's corona virus household check list.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/get-your-household-readyfor-COVID-19.html
Pack your own groceries: http://www.msn.com/enus/money/spendingandborrowing/during-coronavirus-pandemic-youll-have-to-pack-yourown-groceries-if-you-have-a-reusable-bag/ar-BB11YLZ5?ocid=ientp
Data on social distancing scorecard in states and counties https://www.unacast.com/covid19/social-distancing-scoreboard
County of Santa Clara COVID-19 Data Dashboard https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd/DiseaseInformation/novelcoronavirus/Pages/dashboard.aspx
Anyone interested in reporting a possible violation - Can email
pubhealthreferral@dao.sccgov.org or call 408-792-2300 to leave a voicemail.

THE MESSENGER

For more info, please go to the following websites.
1. https://covid19.ca.gov/ 2. https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/public-healthorders.aspx
3. https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/#county-status 4. https://covid19.ca.gov/safereconomy/

** It may be helpful to place your critical medicine mail-orders, preferably a week ahead
to avoid last-minute requests. Again, not hoarding makes it possible for other patients to
receive their vital prescriptions on time!
Just for laughs – This website helps 😊 http://jokes.christiansunite.com/ Here is a
preview!

Reflections
wo regulars are sitting at a bar when one of them casually points to a couple of drunks
across from them. “That’s us in ten years,” he says. His friend takes a sip from his beer,
sets it down on the bar, turns to his friend, and slurs, “That’s a mirror.”

"Covid Coach" for self-care and mental health: App found in Google Play in Android
phone, and Apple Store in iPhone or iPad https://mobile.va.gov/app/covid-coach

Show empathy to those still susceptible to Covid19. Some have more than one high-risk factor
making them vulnerable to the Covid-19 viruses
and new sub-variants. Feeling more isolated and
unable to partake in most human interactions,
these people can do with a smile, a
compassionate glance, or a kind nod that gives
comfort, support, and encouragement!

God Bless and Stay Safe!
Vaskie Turner
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Reformation Celebration: One Congregational Service: October 30, 10:00
AM. Following the service will be food, fun, fellowship & games. (Corn hole for all and pinthe-theses on the wall (for the kids). Please to stay after and join us for lunch and good
times!

In Memoriam

Remembering Joan Spitsen (1/3/31 – 8/8/22)
A memorial service is scheduled to celebrate Joan’s life on Saturday,
October 1, at 2:00 PM at Immanuel.

Remembering Marian Amdahl
It is with grief and sadness that we say goodbye-for-now to Marian Amdahl,
a charter member of Immanuel, who died at home in Palo Alto on September 27. May
God comfort Marian’s family with the assurance of His faithful presence, grant them
peace in the promises of everlasting life in Jesus, and bless them with the confident
hope of the heavenly reunion of the saints in Christ. A memorial service is being
planned. Details will be announced in church and shared in the daily pastor
communications.

Remembering Javonne Harward
Bryan and Susan Saba would like to invite all friends and colleagues to celebrate the
life of Bryan’s mother, Javonne Harward of Saratoga. Javonne was a member of
Immanuel for years and, among other things, served as our council president. The
service will take place in the small chapel at Saratoga Federated Church in Saratoga,
California on Saturday October 22, 2022 at 2:00 PM with a reception at the church
afterwards.

THE MESSENGER
Bible Verse Coloring

**Send in and share your creations and make our Newsletter "The Messenger" vibrant!
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CHURCH BARBECUE!!!

Fun!

Fellowship!

Food!

When? October 30th- following 10:00 am
combined church services
Where? In the quad
Questions? Gay Grant- 408-867-9698;
gigisqrd@sbcglobal.net
Church Bulletin: for further upcoming
information

Vaccinations…

THE MESSENGER
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Influenza (Flu) - Public Health - County of Santa Clara (sccgov.org)

GOT YOUR SHOT? The latest updates on vaccine eligibility and how to schedule an appointment are
available on the County's website at sccfreevax.org. In addition, residents without internet access or
who need additional assistance can make appointments for the County Health System vaccine sites
through the Valley Connection Call Center at 408-970-2000. The Call Center is open Monday through
Friday from 7 am to 9 pm and Saturday and Sunday from 8 am to 4:30 pm. Assistance is available in
English, Spanish, Vietnamese, and other languages. If you have trouble making your appointment and
need assistance, please let Pastor Derek know. We have people standing by ready to help.

Use CDC's COVID-19 booster tool to learn if and when you can get boosters to
stay up to date with your COVID-19 vaccines.
CDC recommends everyone stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccination, including all primary series doses
and boosters for their age group.
Booster Doses of the Vaccine Are Authorized for Persons Who Meet the Guidelines Below:
People ages 6 months through 4 years should get all COVID-19 primary series doses.
People ages 5 years and older should get all primary series doses, and the booster dose recommended for
them by CDC, if eligible.
People ages 5 years to 11 years are currently recommended to get the original (monovalent) booster.
People ages 12 years and older are recommended to receive one updated Pfizer or Moderna (bivalent)
booster.
*This includes people who have received all primary series doses and people who have previously received
one or more original (monovalent) boosters.
*At this time, people aged 12 years to 17 years can only receive the updated Pfizer bivalent booster.
Getting a COVID-19 vaccine after you recover from COVID-19 infection provides added protection against
COVID-19.
People who are moderately or severely immunocompromised have different recommendations for COVID19 vaccines, including boosters.
COVID-19 vaccine and booster recommendations may be updated as CDC continues to monitor the latest
data.

Car problems? Don't want to leave your home?
Contact Jim & Vaskie Turner who have had a good experience with a company that
provides pickup service from your home during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Traditional Service 9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Service 10:45 a.m.

Come hear our wonderful
choir, bell choir, and
organist.

Features a more contemporary
worship. Sing praises to the Lord with
our Contemporary Worship Team. The
music is uplifting and enjoyable for all
ages. What a great way to start the
week? Communion is served every
Sunday.

Communion is served each
Sunday as part of the liturgy.
14103 Saratoga Ave.
Saratoga, CA 95070
Tel: 408-867-0822
Fax: 408-867-0824
Office.ilc.saratoga@
gmail.com

Visitors are always welcome!

Please submit articles by the 15th of the month, typed (preferably
text or word processing file, but paper copy is ok too), and should be
approximately 150 words. If you are interested in submitting an article
for publication in our Newsletter, please contact our office.
Editor: Vaskie Turner
Webmaster: Aart Bik

Trick or Treat!

Publisher: Ann Wallace

