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 Men’s breakfast- Nov 2 @ Effie’s restaurant, Campbell. 1st Sat of the 

 Month– Dec 7, Jan 4, Feb 1 
 Nov 3 -New Member Sunday- in between service  

 Pastor Derek’s Thesis Preaching series on  

 Nov 10, 17 and 24.  

 Bingo- Nov 3, Dec 1 – Fellowship Hall, 7 to 8.30 pm  
 
 Nov 10– An introduction to Lutheranism  

 Nov 13- 6.30 pm - Wills and Trusts 

 Nov 23 – 9 to 12 pm – Clothing Swap – Fellowship Hall.  

 Nov 24- 6-7.30 pm–Charlie Brown Thanksgiving Dinner & Movie  

 Nov 28 Thanksgiving - Prince of Peace, 12770 Saratoga Ave 

 Dec 7-10 am to 2.30pm–Holiday Boutique Bake sale    

 Dec 14- 9-12 pm Breakfast in Bethlehem-Decorating sanctuary and Christmas  
 Dec 15 10 am Service of Lesson & Carols (***ONE SERVICE) 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. @5 pm family/children; @10 pm  
 Dec 29 *****One Sunday Service @10.00 am.  
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Pastor Derek Writes… 

“If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it;  
if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 

The Apostle Paul’s First Letter to the Church of God in Corinth, 12:26 

 

I was on a walk in our neighborhood. After sitting at the computer for hours, I needed to get up and get 

out and get moving. I planned just a short seven-minute walk around the block.  

But on the home stretch, I noticed, across the street, that someone’s sectional garage door had stuck 

mid-close, and around and under it a few women who appeared to be scampering about, tending to it 

with some degree of concern. A third woman was on my side of the street, holding her cell phone to her 

ear, directly across from the was from the compromised garage door. I took this third woman to be a 

neighbor who had been summoned to call for help. 

After I crossed this scene and looked back, I felt compelled to ask the question any decent neighbor 

would ask, and so I stopped mid-stride: “Do you need some help?” I spoke the words to no one in 

particular, just to anyone who might hear (or understand) them. The three women were all of a different 

nationality, and I knew I couldn’t assume they would understand me. I was the foreigner among them.  

I cannot remember the exact words of their collective reply, but the response was clearly affirmative, so I 

crossed the street. I moved from being an observer to one who was now involved. (I would later recall 

Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan, in which the priest and the priest’s helper both walk right on by, 

having more important things to do.)  

 

The power had gone out recently and I learned that they have been opening and closing the door 

manually. Whether that had contributed to the problem or not, the result was that one of the sections 

had broken and was unattached to the track, which left the door as a whole hanging precariously; we all 

feared further collapse, and one of the women (the grandma?) was doing her level best, silently propping 

it up with a broom handle clutched firmly in her hands.  

The owner of the house (her daughter?) was now on the phone (handed to her by the across the street 

neighbor), talking to a garage door man, who, despite her pleading, gave her the bad news that he was 

completely booked and would not be able to assist her until the next morning. What to do? “Grandma” 

certainly could not stand there another fifteen hours holding the broom handle.  

 

 

By Pastor Derek Engfelt 

 Pastor Derek Writes… 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-_4df8Fo5Y4E/UcISTwskgNI/AAAAAAAAXQ0/6j5V3I2D56k/s1600/Prayer%2Bhands.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allanbevere.com/2013/06/scriptures-and-prayer-for-fifth-sunday.html&h=296&w=400&tbnid=7VfUkxoQ9qjUfM:&zoom=1&docid=ndySvFCkLqNwZM&ei=u4GrU_WLOY2nyASw64GwDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CH8QMyhbMFs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=652&page=5&start=91&ndsp=30
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=zzbdWCWpItYUEM&tbnid=mXi6mgJKdPxUVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.aumethodists.org/worship/sermons/2013-fall/love-god-serve-others-welcome-all/&ei=gU-rU_2CNYL8oASGpYD4AQ&bvm=bv.69620078,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNF_yV8doft9bFaQBYig26_S3ODd_g&ust=1403821003987242


  
3 

 
THE MESSENGER 

 

 
 

After examining the door I saw where it had broken and determined how we might put it back safely until 

morning dawned and the garage doctor arrived. I was able to push the door up enough for the owner to safely 

drive her car out (without the door collapsing on top of the car) and then work the door back down the rails to 

close. I could see expressions of relief on every face, and words of thanks and rejoicing began.  

But that was just the beginning. For when I entered the house (to make my way out the front door) I was 

greeted by a kindergartener and his preschool sister: “You are strong man!” he exclaimed, over and over 

again. He then asked if my name was Khan something-or-other (I supposed he referred to what must have 

been one of latest superheroes of kindergartners). And although I felt I had certainly not done much, the 

young boy made me feel like I was a superhero indeed. 

I happened to be in the right place at a needed time, and I did what I could do. And it was evident that I filled 

a need that could not have been met by the resources at hand. I brought strength and height – two things 

these three women were lacking. 

(And I’ve been in their shoes before – in that humble place of weakness and need. I well remember the feeling 

of receiving assistance, and the gratitude that welled up in my heart for the one who had come to my rescue.) 

We need each other: that is the truth. And here’s another one: God has given us community.  

If you find yourself in need, there’s no shame in making it known. To keep quiet about it actually hinders 

blessing – blessing God wants to bring you through others, and “superhero” blessing you will bring to others 

by allowing them to share the gifts God has given them to fill an important need in your life. 

On November 3, All Saints’ Day, we welcome new members into our midst, and we rejoice at the community 

God is growing at Immanuel. As you come to know these new members, you’ll discover gifts in them that will 

enrich you personally and also our community as a whole. And I pray that you will extend to them not only 

your welcome, but your love and willing service. For it is likely that your gifts will fill a need in their lives, as 

well. 

I am grateful for you all, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, and I rejoice in the presence and goodness of 

God, 

Pastor Derek J Engfelt
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An experience by congregation member – 1. Man on the Median – Our member was 

driving and was about to make a left hand turn at Saratoga and Prospect/West Campbell Ave when he saw a 

man with a sign asking for food or money.  Our member unwind his window and showed him the People 

Helping People clear bag so he could see what was inside.  He then told the man” Our church, ILC, made the 

bags to help people.  The man said that he could really use this and then that he and others lived under the 

bridge on Prospect Ave. near Lawrence and that he was also collecting food and money for them.  Our 

member gave him two bags and he thanked him profusely and said God Bless. 

 

2.  Young man sagging by the Store: Our member was shopping at Trader Joes and on his way out saw a 

young man looking very dejected with a sign asking for food.  He sat next to the young man and asked him 

what was wrong.  He answered that he had been living at the shelter and that the other day all his belongs 

were stolen from the shelter, including his cheap cell phone.  He said he needed this in order to get around 

and look for a job.  Our member mentioned about the food packages and that our church ILC was always 

trying to help people. The young man said that was very special.  Before saying goodbye, our member told 

the young man to try to keep his spirits up and to go back to the shelter.  He said he was but was trying to 

get some food and money to get another phone.   They talked about positivity and using all the gov't 

services available. The young took the two bags and he thanked our member profusely.   

Helping anyone even if it is just a little means so much to people who literally have nothing. God's 
grace. 

 

Come join us as we serve those in need in practical ways. As we do so, we’re living into our ILC vision of 

“passionate responding to grace we’ve received by joyfully serving others in the name of Jesus.” 

 

Special Note: Midtown Family Services, an organization started by our own Ted & Doreen Geiszler, to assist 

disadvantaged families in the Silicon Valley, liked our PHP concept – and they’ll be using our bags in the work 

that they do. (Go to www.midtownfs.org for more information about Midtown.)

  

http://www.midtownfs.org/
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Volunteer to Serve on Sundays 

Thank you for 

Serving! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It takes many people to make Sunday mornings “happen.” You’re welcome to 
participate and be one of them! Please note that we have a new link to sign up in 

2019. Please go to www.ilcsaratoga.org/volunteer or call Ann at the church office 

(408-867-0822). 
 

Service Opportunities include:  
Altar Guild: Prepare communion elements, prepare sanctuary for worship; clean up 

after worship. 
Audio: Make sure our sound system is in good working order and monitor sound during 
the service. 

Coffee: Provide treats for fellowship time after service 
Communion: Help distribute communion during service 

Greeter: Warmly welcome people at the door and hand them a bulletin 
Lector: Read lessons in church 
Liturgists – Prayers: Offer Prayers of the People during the service 

Liturgists – Cantor: Assistant leader in worship, chant the opening liturgy 
Usher: Hand out announcement pages, take offering, light and extinguish candles 

Nursery: Watch over the little ones during service 
 
Sunday School: Teach or assist in our 10:45 Sunday school (preschool – high school) 

If you have questions about any of these Sunday Morning Activities, please call the 
church office. 

 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-J45EudJiq0A/UXQBpg3fCII/AAAAAAAAAF4/-OT3xG-vKfk/s1600/DSCN9232.JPG&imgrefurl=http://rmicahstar.blogspot.com/&h=1600&w=1470&tbnid=y-HDYbD8E4yq8M:&zoom=1&docid=m19_qe01fVx1nM&ei=uUyrU8zMPIeg8QGcgoHwAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CB4QMygWMBY4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=549&page=7&start=114&ndsp=22
http://www.ilcsaratoga.org/volunteer
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    Children’s Story 

         
 

The Secret of Happiness 

 

The old man shuffled slowly into the restaurant. With head tilted and shoulders bent forward, he leaned on his 

trusty cane with each unhurried step. 

His tattered cloth jacket, patched trousers, worn-out shoes, and warm personality made him stand out from the 

usual Sunday morning breakfast crowd. Unforgettable were his pale blue eyes that sparkled like diamonds, large 

rosy cheeks, and thin lips held in a tight, steady smile. He stopped, turned with his whole body, and winked at a 

little girl seated by the door. She flashed a big grin right back at him. A young waitress named Mary watched him 

shuffle toward a table by the window. 

Mary ran over to him, and said, “Here, Sir. Let me give you a hand with that chair.” 

Without saying a word, he smiled and nodded a thank you. She pulled the chair away from the table. Steadying 

him with one arm, she helped him move in front of the chair and get comfortably seated. Then she scooted the 

table up close to him and leaned his cane against the table where he could reach it. 

In a soft, clear voice he said, “Thank you, Miss. And bless you for your kind gestures.” “You are welcome, Sir,” 

she replied. “My name is Mary. I will be back in a moment, but if you need anything at all in the meantime, just 

wave at me!” 

After he had finished a hearty meal of pancakes and hot lemon tea, Mary brought him the change from his ticket. 

He left it lay. She helped him up from his chair, and out from behind the table. She handed him his cane and 

walked with him to the front door. Holding the door open for him, she said, “Come back and see us, Sir!”  He 

turned with his whole body, winked a smile, and nodded a thank you. “You are very kind,” he said softly. 

When Mary went to clean his table, she almost fainted. Under his plate, she found a business card and a note 

scribbled on a napkin. Under the napkin was a one-hundred-dollar bill. The note on the napkin read: “Dear Mary, I 

respect you very much, and you respect yourself too. It shows by the way you treat others. You have found the 

secret of happiness. Your kind gestures will shine through those who meet you.” 

The man on whom she had so lovingly waited was the owner of the restaurant where she worked! This was the 

first time that she or any of his employees had ever seen him in person. 

“Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy [is] he.” Proverbs 16:20. “If we educated our souls to have more faith, more 

love, greater patience, a more perfect trust in our heavenly Father, we would have more peace and happiness as 

we pass through the conflicts of this life. The Lord is not pleased to have us fret and worry ourselves out of the 

arms of Jesus. He is the only source of every grace, the fulfillment of every promise, the realization of every 

blessing. . . . Our pilgrimage would indeed be lonely were it not for Jesus. ‘I will not leave you comfortless,’ (John 

14:18) He says to us. Let us cherish His words, believe His promises, repeat them by day and meditate upon 

them in the night season, and be happy.” Our High Calling, 120. 

https://www.stepstolife.org/article/childrens-story-the-secret-of-happiness/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.newparkchildcare.co.uk/nursery/index_htm_files/8527.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.newparkchildcare.co.uk/nursery/shepherds%20bush%20baby%20rooms.htm&h=301&w=401&tbnid=AyY21Z0rmwYy3M:&zoom=1&docid=i3ybqF_Ieus09M&ei=MVKrU7vINOeR8gGM7oGoDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygqMCo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=892&page=3&start=40&ndsp=25
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 Confirmation 

 

  

Confirmation Classes 
 

Confirmation is for youth in grades 6-8. We study the Bible and Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. 
Classes are taught by Pastor Derek & Youth Ministry Leader Alyssa McCoy, held on Sundays at 12:30 
PM and take place in the Trust Fund Room.  

 

Date Unit Topic Who Attends?  

Nov. 3 26 The Return & The Wait Parents   

Nov. 10 27 The New Testament: Overview Youth    

Nov. 17 Service Project Youth   

Nov. 24 28 Jesus' Birth & Growth Youth   

Dec. 1 No Confirmation -- Thanksgiving Weekend     
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                                               ILC Men enjoying a relaxing Saturday morning breakfast (photo credit: Jack Moorman) 

 

                                

 
 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  
  
  
  
                        
  
  
                    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
           Our ILC ladies enjoying a relaxed morning visiting with each other. (photo credit: Cheryl Moorman) 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

 
Women’s Breakfast 
The Women’s Breakfast is held the third Saturday of each month at Holder’s Country 

Inn Restaurant at 998 South De Anza Boulevard, San Jose. We meet at 8:30am for a 

short devotion, after which we share breakfast and fellowship. We conclude by 

10:00. All women of the congregation – members and friends – are welcome. 

Men’s Breakfast is held the first Saturday of each month at Effie’s 
Restaurant in Campbell (331 W. Hacienda Ave). We meet at 
8:00am in the bar, share breakfast, fellowship, and engage in a 

free-wheeling, bible topic discussion.  We conclude by 9:30 am. 

All men of the congregation – members and visitors – are  

welcome   
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       ILC EVENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER MINISTRY - 
 
Meets every Sunday in Fireside Room between services, 10:20-10:40AM.  All welcome.  
Info/questions, contact Shelly Sarkisian, 408-921-1313. 
 
 

 
 
WEDDINGS AT ILC 

Judy Onton is our ILC wedding coordinator.  

To find out more, take a brochure from the pew rack, check out our 

website:    www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings and follow us on Instagram: ILCSaratogaweddings.   
Tell your friends!  

 
THE FOOD CART - Please consider adding a package or two of food for the cart whenever you shop. The 
hunger problem seems always to be with us and all donations help. Thank you for keeping this in mind when 
you shop! The Community Service Committee 

 

  
If you would like to make an E-Donation to ILC, then either download the Givelify App on your 
smartphone, or go online to http://ilcsaratoga.org/give.  Givelify gives you a beautiful, easy giving 
experience using your smartphone, tablet or PC. There are no frustrating web forms or text-to-give 
codes to memorize. Even better, it’s free to download and use. It’s safe and secure, and for tax time 
you have one-tap access to your complete donation records. 

 

SHOP AT SMILE.AMAZON.COM 
 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Immanuel Lutheran Church of 

Saratoga. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1744019 and 
support ILC every time you shop. 

 

 

 
 

Flower Chart on Kiosk – Sign Up for Altar Flowers  
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings
http://ilcsaratoga.org/give
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1744019
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.firstumcwadesboro.org/clipart/altar_flowers.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.firstumcwadesboro.org/news.html&usg=__VjLbJkXdkPDHQKxs-u3192DNGEo=&h=103&w=120&sz=7&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=JqqPCcY3T_AhZM:&tbnh=76&tbnw=88&prev=/images?q=altar+flowers+clip+art&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&itbs=1
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Building & Grounds: Feel like swinging a hammer, turning a wrench, repairing a sprinkler line, or laying down a coat of fresh 
paint? Help maintain the appearance of our campus and sanctuary. 

Contact: Ken Campbell 408-691-5694;Reed Canerday reedcan2@gmail.com;  or Clark Canham, 408-605-3955, 
cfcan@pacbell.net 

 

Magnification Team:  Meets monthly to discuss the worship service plans; reviewing and discussing pastor’s thoughts and plans 
for liturgy, special services, prayer services, frequency of communion, Advent services, choir music plans, etc. and addressing 
any of his concerns. We also discuss volunteer signups for liturgists, lectors, communion assistants, ushers, etc.  This is a way 
to be engaged in a very important aspect of our church. “The team meets on an as needed basis. If you have a concern, comment 
or suggestion, please contact Pastor, Clark or Carol.” 

Contact, it should read, “Clark Canham 408-605-3955, Carol Flint 408-781-3168, or Pastor Derek. 

 
Mission Team: We communicate using infrequent formal meetings, supplemented by email/conversations. Our aim: spread the 
Jesus story to the unchurched (Evangelism). Efforts needed: urge & train our members to become disciples, follow up on names 
on the prayer list, and participate in Pastor’s neighborhood walks, and support ILC website upgrades. Currently working with the 
Magnification Team to make ILC a truly welcoming congregation. Mission team also recognizes and celebrates the evangelism 
efforts of other Lutherans (e.g., overseas missionaries). 

 

Maturity – promotes the education of children and adults at ILC.  Volunteers are needed to assist educating youth during the 
second service Sunday School hour. In preschool, fun activities with the 3-5 year-olds; in elementary, from 1st to 5th grade, two 
volunteers to instruct the kids with Bible stories, crafts and games. 

 

Volunteers are also needed to teach the 6th through 8th graders in a rotating schedule with the Youth Ministry Leader, Alyssa 
McCoy.  Meetings are minimal. Bible study materials for the elementary grades are distributed via email. Contact Mitzie Eddy 
408-656-7025 or mitzeddy@gmail.com 

 
Church Council: Church council is bicameral, functioning as two teams: Council A and Council B. Council A, led by 
Congregational President Nathan Sarkisian, addresses administrative components, including church finances, facilities and staff. 
Council B, led by Pastor Derek, addresses the ministry and mission of the Church, including worship, membership, education, 
service (within the church and beyond its walls), evangelism and outreach, and website and social media. Each council 
component meets bimonthly, sometimes jointly. 

 

Contact: Nathan Sarkisian 408-591-4976 or Pastor Derek 

 

 

mailto:reedcan2@gmail.com
mailto:cfcan@pacbell.net


 
12 

 

THE MESSENGER 
 ILC Annual Events   

EASTER                                          LADIES RETREAT  

Habitat for Humanity  

 

 Summer Concerts      Thanksgiving           Christmas Buffet     
 In the Park                 Interfaith Service    Decorating              

   
 

                            Christmas Concert   Children’s Christmas Play 
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On The Horizon… (mark your calendars) 

 
God’s River of Life… 

God’s River of Life… 

Pastor Derek teaches a Bible Study each Wednesday morning at church, from 10:00 – 11:30. 

All are welcome to attend. We’re presently aboard God’s Ship Grace cruising down God’s River of 
Life. Our journey takes us from the river in Genesis to the river in Revelation. We’re stopping at 

several ports of call, where we set up camp, take a look around, and come to better know our God, 
ourselves and each other. Your presence is welcome… For more information, call or email Pastor 
Derek at pastord63@gmail.com or 408-499-4866. 

 

 

Wills & Trusts 

In conjunction with Pastor Derek’s D.Min thesis sermon series on legacy, attorney Heidi Youssef 
will be presenting a seminar on wills, trusts and more. This informative event is FREE and will be 

held on Wednesday, November 13, starting at 7:00 PM. It will be open to the public, and we 
expect good attendance. Please RSVP to pastor Derek at pastord63@gmail.com Come early to mix 

& mingle over light hors d’oeuvres and refreshments. Doors open at 6:30 PM. The presentation will 
last one hour and will be followed by a time of Q & A. 

 
 
New Member Sunday…  

 
New member Sunday is November 3 at each service. Come extend a warm welcome to our new 

members at a reception that will be held between services. 

 
Stewardship Sunday… 
 
Stewardship Sunday is November 24. Please remember to bring your completed pledge card to 

church with you. Members will be invited to bring their pledge cards forward at each morning 
service as an expression of their commitment to the ministry and mission of our Lord’s work in and 

through Immanuel. Your pledges greatly assist our treasurer and church council in preparing a 
budget for the coming year. 

 
Community Thanksgiving Service 

November 28, at 10:00 AM, Prince of Peace, 12770 Saratoga Ave., Saratoga, CA 95070. 

Each year, congregations in Saratoga come together to give thanks to God for the blessings of 
church, home and country. This year, Prince of Peace has agreed to host. They’re just two 

miles down the road from ILC at 12770 Saratoga Ave., Saratoga, CA 95070.  

 
If you plan to be in town, please include in your festivities a time of worship and fellowship. Join us 

as we gather with our neighbors to offer mutual thanksgiving to God, who has bestowed such 
abundant blessings on us. Worship begins on Thanksgiving Day, November 28, at 10:00 AM.  

 

 
 

mailto:pastord63@gmail.com
mailto:pastord63@gmail.com
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An Introduction to Lutheranism 
 
Want to learn more about the founder of our denomination? Want to know what was going on in his 
day? What was amiss in the Church?  What Luther discovered? What caused such a divide that 

brought about the Reformation, a divide that still exists to this day? What’s unique about Lutherans? 
What’s most important to us? And what is our voice in the Christian choir?  

 
Mark your calendars and come join me on Sunday, November 10, at 12:30 PM in the Fireside Room 
to learn the basics of Lutheranism in this one hour class. Questions? Email me at 

pastord63@gmail.com. 

 

ILC December events  
• Dec. 8, 7:00 PM: “Love Came Down at Christmas” – a concert by Organist Elisabeth 

Pintar  

 
• Dec. 14: Breakfast in Bethlehem (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM) 

o Plan to join us in decorating the Christmas tree, sanctuary and church campus; 

enjoy festive music and breakfast treats. 
o 5:30 PM Saratoga Village: Celebration of Light  

 
• Dec. 15: Service of Lessons & Carols (10:00 AM – ONE SUNDAY SERVICE) 

 

• Dec 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
o 5:00 (Family: Hymns with Organ & Children’s Story Time)  

o 10:00 PM (Traditional: Hymns with Organ, Choir & Bells) 
 

• Dec. 29: One Sunday Service 10:00 AM. 

 
 
Below:  We donated a little over 200 books to the 24 kids in a 3rd Grade class at Cumberland School in Sunnyvale.  Each child 
made a list of the books that they would like in their personal library and as we sorted the thousand-plus books we received in 
our last delivery, we sorted out books for each child. 

 
 

 

mailto:pastord63@gmail.com
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November 9: Fremont Older Preserve (just past Saratoga Country Club; easy-moderate) 

Getting There:  

• From the church, head south to Saratoga Village. 
• Turn right on Saratoga-Sunnyvale Rd. 

• Continue 3.3 miles. Then turn LEFT on Prospect Rd. 
• Continue for about 1/3 of a mile and turn LEFT at the stop sign (to stay on Prospect Rd.). 
• Continue on Prospect for about another mile. Just past the Saratoga Country Club entrance, 

the road takes a sharp left turn. Proceed about 100 yards into the parking lot. 

 
Time: 9:00 AM 

 
Plan to arrive by 8:45 AM. We’ll gather our 
group and plan our hike. We’ll hit the road at 

9:00 and plan to return to our cars by 11:00. 
Or better yet: Meet me at the church and we’ll 

carpool over. The parking lot is small, and 
parking could be troublesome. This hike will give 
us some nice views of Cupertino and all of Silicon 

Valley.  

November 23: Calero County Park: Lookout 
(5.5 miles; moderate) 

Getting There:  

 
Heading south on Highway 85, exit Almaden 

Expressway. Head south and continue on Almaden 
Expressway for about 5 miles (until it T’s at Harry 
Road). Turn RIGHT. Then, in about 100 yards, turn 

LEFT on McKean Rd. The park entrance is about a 
mile down the road on the right-hand side. There’s plenty of free parking available. 

 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 

Plan to arrive by 8:45 AM. We’ll gather our group and plan our hike. We’ll hit the road at 
9:00 and plan to return to our cars by 11:30. This is an out-and-back hilly hike, with potentially 

good views.  
 
Please RSVP so I know you’ll be coming. Bring a water bottle, and wear comfortable and sturdy 

shoes/boots. You can RSVP by emailing me at pastorderek@ilcsaratoga.org or calling 408-499-4866. 
 

The Hills Are Alive… with ILC Hikers!  

mailto:pastorderek@ilcsaratoga.org
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Youth Handbell Choir 

Hopefully you had a chance 
to see and hear the Youth 

Handbell Choir perform in 
church.  For our 1st year we 

had 6-7 ringers and 
performed in church on 4 
Sundays.  Based on 

feedback from you youth 
and the congregation, our 

inaugural year was a 
success! 

We are continuing with the 
Youth Handbell Choir this 
year and are hoping to grow 

in numbers.  With more 
ringers, we will have more options in the music that we can play.   The Youth Handbell Choir 

rehearses on Sundays in between 2nd service and Confirmation classes – from 11:45 to 12:30.   All 
youth 10 years and older are welcome to join us. 

Don’t know much about music?  Well, Handbells are a great vehicle for teaching music.  Individuals 

can very quickly learn the technique for ringing bells compared to other instruments that require a 
lot of practice to master the technique.  With Handbells, we can quickly demonstrate so many 

elements of music (melody, harmony, rhythm, dynamics, meter, …) 

Another very important reason to join 
the Youth Handbell Choir is for the 

teamwork and comradery.  In a 
Handbell Choir, ALL are needed.  The 

music struggles if even one part is 
missing.  This is a place where all 
individuals can feel needed and be a 

part of a team to make music and 
praise God.  The Handbell Choir 

mirrors the body of Christ.  Roman 
12:5 says: “so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each 

member belongs to all the others.”   
In the Handbell Choir, we are all 

separate ringers doing our own thing 
and yet we’re interconnected and need each other to come together to make a joyful noise to God.  
It reinforces the idea that you need to work together to achieve something great.  In a Handbell 

team, success comes by including everyone and building up the individuals that struggle. 

Please contact Carol Flint or Elisabeth Pintar if you are interested in joining us 

 

Also, Handbells are not just for kids.  We could use a few more ringers in the adult Handbell Choir 

too.  Those rehearsals are on Thursday evenings 6:00 – 7:00. 

Carol Flint    Elisabeth Pintar 
cflint8891@gmail.com  elisabethpintar@yahoo.com  

408-781-3168   408-857-8519 

  

mailto:cflint8891@gmail.com
mailto:elisabethpintar@yahoo.com
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 Weddings at Immaunel Lutheran Church, Saratoga    
 

Judy Onton is our ILC wedding coordinator.  
To find out more, take a brochure from the pew rack, or check out our website:  

www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings. Follow us on Instagram:ILCSaratogaweddings.Share with 
family and friends of this beautiful and charming santuary to hold their matrimony. 
 

 
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
       

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

                         
Many couples have joined hands to their lives at quaint church and its tranquil surroundings 

 
 
 

 

              

  

  
             

 
 

  

  

  

  
  
  

  
  
   

http://www.ilcsaratoga.org/weddings
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    Please submit articles by the 15th of the month, typed (preferably 
    a text or word processing file, but paper copy is ok too), and should be  

    approximately 150 words. If you are interested in submitting an  
    article for publication in our newsletter, please contact, Vaskie Turner    
    Email: vskt@att.net 

 
                                     Editor: Vaskie Turner        Publisher:  Ann Wallace  

                                     Webmaster: Aart Bik   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 About the Messenger 

 

Contemporary Service 10:30a.m. 

Features a more contemporary 

worship. Sing praises to the Lord with 
the Mikey Day Band. The music is 

uplifting and enjoyable for all ages. 
What a great way to start the week? 
Communion is served by intinction 

every Sunday. 

Kids’ Place- Infant and Preschool 

Care during Worship Services 

 

Traditional Service 9:00a.m. 

Come hear our wonderful 
choir, bell choir, and 

organist. 

Communion is served each 
Sunday as part of the liturgy. 

Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 

Feed your soul! 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 
 

 

 

 14103 Saratoga Ave. 

 Saratoga, CA  95070 

 

Tel: 408-867-0822 

Fax: 408-867-0824 

Office.ilc.saratoga@

gmail.com 

 

mailto:vskt@att.net
mailto:Office.ilc.saratoga@gmail.com
mailto:Office.ilc.saratoga@gmail.com

